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T

his 40th anniversary edition of Calliope invites you to look back through four
decades of the Langley Community Music School. Reminisce and celebrate as
we reflect on highlights and accomplishments, as well as look ahead to
the future!

40

the surrounding communities have
grown in size and diversity. There are
now many more opportunities for extracurricular activities and entertainment.
Mass culture driven by television, movies, video games (Rock Band and Guitar Hero anyone?)
and the Internet, have changed the way many of us exThe Langley Community Music School is celebrating its perience and consume music.
40th anniversary. Inevitably, when an organization
Where, in all of this, is the place for a community music
reaches a milestone such as this, those involved can’t
help but look back at where the organization has come school? “As an organization,” says Principal Susan
from, and think about its future. Four decades is a long Magnusson, “we’ve had to ask ourselves this question a
time for any organization, and the challenge of staying few times: during the founding of the school, during
relevant in a growing and changing community is not to subsequent expansions, and during the most recent
building campaign. Asking that question now, the anbe understated. To be celebrating this anniversary —
swer is that the reasons behind the founding of the
and to be thriving — is a remarkable achievement.
school are as relevant now as they were then.”
That today LCMS is a vibrant musical community is a
credit to the founding vision of the school, as well as to
the many faculty, staff and volunteers that have given
so much to the school over the years.
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nity and gather only those serious about music, but
wanted to serve everyone. I think that is why the community responded so well.”
From the beginning, the school offered group classes to
give the students an opportunity to perform and meet
other students. These classes were found to build a good
sense of comradeship, and also to be conducive to ensemble work. The school was also a pioneer in early
learning, with the introduction of Orff and Suzuki programs in the 1970s.
Building on a tradition of support for Canadian music
and Canadian composition that dates back to the early
years, LCMS has become nationally recognized for supporting, presenting and commissioning new Canadian
works.

Children experiment with simple instruments in
Music for Babies & Toddler classes.

Accessibility has also been a cornerstone of LCMS
throughout the years. Since the establishment of the
Scholarship & Bursary Fund in 1983, and the annual
Scholarship and Awards Festival in 1986, the school has
given out well in excess of $200,000 in scholarships and
bursaries - $20,000 in this year to date alone. Adding to
this, in 2010 the school will award the first annual
Sharon Stevenson Career Development Scholarship,
which will award up to a total of $10,000 to one or more
LCMS students intending to pursue music performance
professionally.

Today, the school continues to build on the depth of its
long-standing program offerings with innovative programs such as the Pulse Summer Chamber Music WorkLCMS was formed in order to provide music students
and teachers with a co-operative musical atmosphere in shop, which integrates improvisation and composition –
skills not often addressed in classical music training prowhich to learn and share knowledge, and to provide a
grams – together with collaborative performance to prorecognized standard of music education with highly
qualified faculty. It was also created to address what the vide a rich and creative educational experience.
founders perceived to be a community need.
“The school was always meant to serve the community,”
says founder Leonard Woods, who emphasizes that the
vision of the school was anything but elitist. “We all felt
that if you had good teachers, this would produce good
students. We didn’t want to take a rake to the commu-
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Students at the Pulse Creative &
Innovative Music Program & Festival

Although many things have changed at LCMS over the
decades, the core principles of accessibility, quality and
excellence remain true. And while the word
“community” has taken on a much broader meaning, increased diversity has only added to the cultural richness
of the school. It is wonderful to now be in a position to
attract and welcome many international students.
Having reached 40 years, it is heartwarming to see children of alumni now coming to the school, and alumni
joining faculty as teachers now. And it is not just in music that our alumni are finding success. The values of a
music education have been stated many times. Study
after study has demonstrated the benefit of music education including building confidence, emotional maturity,
and creativity. It also has strong correlations with literacy, spatial reasoning ability, and mathematical achievement. But for LCMS, perhaps the greatest proof is the
many alumni that have gone on to study at top universities nationally and internationally in a variety of fields,
and to have successful lives enriched by music.
Collectively, faculty, staff, students, alumni, volunteers,
donors and friends in the community have made LCMS
what it is today – a vibrant community music school that
strives for excellence in education. LCMS is continuing
its journey with a strong vision for the future as a music
school that serves the community through high quality,
rewarding and innovative educational experiences.
In these few pages, it is not possible to recognize the
many individuals and organizations who have contributed to the school over the year. Know that the school
will always be indebted to your generosity.

Principal Susan Magnusson teaching Suzuki Piano to a young
student at the school
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A Proud History
LCMS through the decades

A collection of milestones and memories from four decades of
music making.
The Arts Centre, Langley Community Music School’s first
building, was an idea shared by Marilyn Lamont, Linda Bickerton Ross, Leonard Woods, Peter Ewart, and Dr. Keith Lamont.
The building was financed and built by Dr. Keith Lamont and
Peter Ewart, and it was presented to the City of Langley to be
used by the Langley arts community. In return, the city provided the land lease, utilities, and building maintenance. In
1969, twenty-eight students enrolled as the first young musicians to “learn about music within a musical environment.”
Notably, at the grand opening of the first “Arts Centre” building, an 11 year old Jon Kimura (Jackie) Parker gave his first
public performance
outside of the
Kiwanis Festival.
An increase in
community
interest and
enrollment in
the music
school
prompted the

group to formalize the organization. In December 1972, The School’s Constitution
was written and the organization

became a non-profit society.
The school realized immediate
success that was attributed to
the highly trained and accredited teachers. Langley Community Music School’s curriculum was unique; the school
provided private instruction
combined with enrichment
classes for students as they
mature from preschoolers to
adults.
New methods of teaching were
investigated and Orff, Kodaly, and Suzuki methods were
adopted. Within three years the demand for lessons outstripped the available space. As a result, lessons were given in
nearby churches and schools. Teachers were recruited from
Vancouver and some programs were subsidized. In the early
years, financial assistance from the Spencer, Koerner and Vancouver Foundations was critical.
The school’s space problems were temporarily solved
in the spring of 1975 when enrollment reached 260
students. Senior Industrial Arts students and Langley
Secondary School moved a portable building onto the
school’s site. At its official opening the LCMS Society
recognized the founders
of the school for their
vision, contribution, and
perseverance.
In 1976 enrollment exceeded 300 students and
the office work became too great
for volunteers and Pat Mugridge
was hired as a part-time administrator. An Exploration Grant from
Canada Council for funding a salaried administrator was received in
1977, and later, a parent’s auxiliary
was formed to help with the burgeoning activities within the
school. In 1979, Ian Hampton
joined the school as Music Director to
provide leadership and direction for
the extensive educational programs.

Ian Hampton is appointed
Music Director, 1979

Ian Hampton, Marilyn Lamont, Caroline & Leslie Janos, and Lorna
Paterson are among the faculty who performed in a benefit concert in
the Preston showroom on October 1, 1979.
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B

y 1980, the school was running out of space. In the
fall of 1981, the Directors accepted a building (the
Christian Science Church Building) gifted to the
Society by Shell Oil. The building was removed
from its original site and placed on the music school’s leased
land on a foundation built and funded by the Society. With
monies from the Vancouver Foundation, BC Lottery Fund,
the Business Community, and private individuals, the third
building of LCMS consisting of an auditorium and nine
teaching studios was given to the City of Langley debt free.
Langley Community Music School established an endowment fund with the Vancouver Foundation in 1983. The interest generated from this fund enabled the School to establish a generous Scholarship and
Bursary Program to support its
students who excelled in their

music studies or were
in financial need. On
two separate occasions, the Vancouver
Foundation generously matched the financial investment of
the School.
By the end of the decade, LCMS enrollment
increased significantly.
The number
and diversity of
LCMS faculty and students participate in programs availthe Langley Parade, June 1989
able for students also continued to grow.
The school undertook its first large-scale group pro-

duction, Canadian composer Alan Bell’s The Gift
of the Wolf, which was
later performed it at Expo
86. The LCMS Music Festival and the Suzuki summer camp were also first
established during the
1980s and helped to build
the school’s reputation for
educational excellence.
LCMS hosted many special
concerts and events. Students performed
works by Canadian
composers such
as Barbara Pentland
and Jean Coulthard,
often with the
composers in attendance. History was made when
LCMS students and faculty performed the world premiere of one of Dr. Murray Adaskin’s pieces.
However, performance space was an issue, with some
larger events presented by
LCMS being held at the
Thunderbird equestrian centre or the Preston dealership showroom. It was becoming apparent that a
performance space
was desperately
needed in the Langley
community.

Two-time Juno nominee Brad Turner
attended LCMS 1974-1982.
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T

he decade began with a 21st Anniversary Gala at
Newlands Golf and Country Club in honour of the
history and success of LCMS. Faculty, life members,
and alumni gathered together in celebration.

As part of its 25th anniversary Celebrations, LCMS presented
the Langley community a gala concert featuring alumna
pianist Lila Gailling and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra.
The school continued to grow and as a result, the facilities
became more unsuitable. The Board of Directors developed a
strategic plan in 1997 that addressed the school’s needs, its
relationship with the community and the provision of educational and cultural services within Langley.
In 1998, under the leadership of Board President Tom Scottnicki, the school planned a Capital Campaign of $2.8m
and engaged the firm of Kasian Kennedy to design a new
music school. The Township of Langley agreed to match
the fundraising dollar for dollar to $1.1m and provided
additional funds for startup costs. The decade ended with
a promising future for the school in the new millennium.
Designs for the new building were well underway and the
long awaited construction was just around the corner.

LCMS Alumnus Lila Gailing. Lila performed with the
Vancouver Symphony as part of LCMS’
25th Anniversary Celebrations.

In need of space. LCMS violin
students perform at South Langley Mennonite Church.

The school’s founders, Marilyn Lamont, Dr.
Keith Lamont, Linda Bickerton-Ross, Peter
Ewart and Leonard Woods celebrate 21 years
of music history. September 29, 1990.

LCMS faculty and students in the
Langley Parade.
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matching funds towards an operating endowment. The
LCMS received a donation of $1 million from a generous
supporter. This donation, together with the support of
many other donors matched by provincial funds, the school
was able to successfully build a significant operating endowment fund over the four years of the program. It currently stands at over $2.4 million.

LCMS under construction

A

fter spending
several months in
rented facilities during construction, the school
re-opened in the new facility in March, 2001. At
this time, Ian Hampton resigned from his position as Principal to become Artistic Director, and Susan Magnusson became Principal.
The school has undergone a transformation from a music
school of 650 students and 40 faculty to an organization
that offers music
education to
1000 students
and 55 faculty
members. It is a
major contributor
to the cultural life
of the community
through its educational programs, two concert series and
Founder Marilyn Lamont and Principal
Susan Magnusson celebrate the Steinway space within the
facility for commuConcert Grand on stage in Rose Gellert
Hall. The piano was generously donated by nity use.
the Stevenson family.

Along with the new
facility has come an expansion in the range of programming
offered at the school, including the Music Intensive program, Music Sense, chamber music, adult music appreciation, jazz programs, and new summer program initiatives
such as the School of Rock and the Pulse Chamber Music
program and young composers’ competition. LCMS also
continues to strengthen its commitment to Canadian music
with new commissions and the annual LCMS Contemporary
Showcase.
In 2005, we received notice of the BC Arts Renaissance program, through which the provincial government provided

In 2007, Ian Hampton announced his retirement as Artistic Director. In recognition of Ian’s support of Canadian composition and the commissioning of new Canadian works, the school established the Ian Hampton
Commissioning
Fund to
ensure the
continuity of
LCMS’ long
tradition of
commissioning new
Canadian
works. Ian con2007: Newly appointed Artistic Director Marcel
tinues to be inBergmann together with Susan Magnusson and
volved with the
Artistic Director Emeritus Ian Hampton.
school as a
teacher, and as
Artistic Director Emeritus. Marcel Bergmann, acclaimed
pianist and composer, was welcomed as the new Artistic
Director. Marcel now shares this position with Elizabeth
Bergmann, and together they
are co-artistic directors overseeing the Rose Gellert Hall
and Concerts Café Classico
concert series.
In its 40 years, LCMS has received the goodwill of many
volunteers who have given
thousands of hours to help
the organization reach its
goals and current success. During this time LCMS has seen
many of its alumni achieve national and international acclaim as artists and teachers, and many more have gone on
to study at top universities throughout the world.
The ongoing accomplishments of our alumni in music and
other professions is a great
source of pride
for the school,
and we all look
forward to seeing what our
alumni will
achieve in the
decades to
come!

Board President Carolyn Granholm, Principal Susan Magnusson, MLA Mary Polak and
LCMS Students announce a gift of $1 Million by an anonymous donor. The funds were
matched by the Provincial Government through the BC Arts Renaissance Fund.
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A Note from LCMS’ Founders
Marilyn and Keith Lamont, Founders

Linda Bickerton-Ross, Founder

We are truly appreciative of the fine facility in which the
Langley Community Music School now resides and are especially cognizant of the outstanding efforts and generosity that
made this building possible. We are also delighted that the
school was able to be rebuilt in its original location in the
beautiful setting of Langley City Park accentuated by attractive and sensitive landscaping and the charming access
bridge crossing the stream.

I am proud that LCMS has established itself as one of the key
music schools and cultural institutions in the province. This
would not have been possible without vision, broad-based
community commitment and talented staff and faculty.

While acknowledging the elegance and functionality of the
new facilities, we believe that the greatest asset of LCMS is
the dedicated and hard-working faculty. When we together
with Linda Bickerton-Ross, Leonard Woods and Peter Ewart
founded the school forty years ago, we formulated a mandate
to follow: firstly, to establish a collaborative and collegial
centre through which musicians and teachers, in contrast to
working in isolation, could benefit from an interchange of
ideas, experience, and musical abilities; secondly, to provide
students with an atmosphere conducive to the development
of musical awareness through interaction with their teachers
and peers; and thirdly to offer a consistently high standard of
musical instruction.
We believe that these underlying principles together with
harmonious relationships between the faculty, students, parents, and administration are the essential keys to the continued success of the school. We trust that the Board will continue to serve the school and the wider community through
wise and judicious governance tempered by a sound understanding of the school’s reason for being, its history of accomplishment and student achievement, and its fundamental
and on-going role as a community music school.
We are also very mindful of the tremendous support the
school has received from volunteers, the
community, and organizations beyond Langley; the school will always be indebted to
their thoughtfulness, generosity, and spirit
of giving.

It is gratifying to me, as a founder, that the school has become a musical centre for children and their families, adult
learners, faculty and musicians. I am hesitant to single out
any single accomplishment, however, would like to highlight
the unique sponsorship of Canadian music, the centre itself
and the continued focus on collaborative musical work.
I wish to acknowledge and thank the students and their families, the faculty, staff and the Board for their commitment to
the school - for the individual and collective talent, time and
energy that has developed the school into such a vital cultural
reality on this, its 40th anniversary.

Leonard Woods, Founder
The school was founded to take advantage of the different
strengths of the founding teachers. This would allow the students to be given a well-rounded music education that included instrumental lessons and theory.
When the school was founded, we chose to include the word
“community” in the name. To us [the founders], it communicated our vision for the school, which was to serve the community through music and music education. The word community also suggests inclusiveness: that the school is for everyone, and is not elitist. This was very important to us. The
school was created as a non-profit, not as a means for personal profit. Its greatest accomplishment is its service to the
community, and I am proud that service is the mandate of
the school.

We would be remiss if we did not thank the
parents, past and present, for their trust in
believing that music plays an important role
in the lives of children. Finally, and importantly, our thanks to the students who have
all brought us more pleasure than they could
ever imagine.

Left to right: Dr. Keith Lamont,
Linda Bickerton-Ross, Peter Ewart,
Leonard Woods, Marilyn Lamont
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A Community of Supporters

Aubrey Searle

Aubrey Searle, Capital
Campaign Chair

Tom Scottniki, President 19931997, 1998-2000

It’s hard to believe that forty years
have elapsed since the founding of
the Langley Community Music
School. I often wonder if the founders of the school lead by Dr. Keith
and Marilyn Lamont ever dreamed
that their little music school in
Langley would grow to become the
third largest music school in the
Province with a reputation for excellence that is acknowledged coast
to coast.

LCMS has truly become a leader
in Western Canada in providing
consistently top quality musical
education in a number of disciplines to students demonstrating
talent and dedication. To do this,
LCMS has attracted experienced,
dedicated instructors and has put
together a faculty that is second to
none. The development and
maintenance of a standard of serIan Hampton and Tom Scottniki
vice and dedication to its principles has made it a truly professional entity. The School’s high standards and professionalism were significant motivators enabling it to gather the
community support it needed to develop a quality home
facility and to accumulate resources, both financial and human, to support and develop its curriculum and scholarship
programs. It is good to see the School in a position where it
can offer career opportunities to its faculty and students,
and where it can help students with exceptional talent and
dedication achieve their musical ambitions.

I believe that success was built on the concept of a fully
qualified, professional faculty committed to the standards of
excellence espoused by the school and equally committed to
the development, training and welfare of their students.
These standards applied to all aspects of music. Whether it
was Piano, Cello, Guitar, Brass, Woodwind, Voice or Music
Theory, the school recruited the best teachers in their respective fields. Considering the relative “youth” of the
school, the success of its operation is evident in the number
of its students that have had national and international recognition for their musical accomplishments.
Langley Community Music School operates as a non profit
Society. It is an asset not only to Langley but to the entire
community it serves. I am pleased that, over the years, I
have been able to play a very small part in the development
of the school. My wife, my three children and my niece are
all “graduates” of the school. Music is an integral part of the
human psyche and my family has benefited greatly from the
teaching and the camaraderie at LCMS.
As we begin a new decade, we can look back on four decades
of accomplishment at LCMS; four decades of service to the
community of Langley and indeed, to the community of the
Lower mainland. For all of which the founders can be truly
proud. We say thanks to them for their foresight and to the
current Board of Directors and to the executive of the
school, we also say thanks for maintaining the tradition of
excellence at LCMS. The future looks bright for LCMS. It’s
a fun place!

Mike Omelaniec
1935-2003
LCMS fondly remembers Mike
Omelaniec, past board
member. Mike played an
integral role helping the new
building come to life.
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Bays and Bob Blackhall,
Volunteers, past Board members
One of the most valuable contributions to our life in Langley
has been our association with the Langley Community Music
School. Since we met with the exceptional Maestro, Ian
Hampton, in the little round entrance hall of the old school for
our first Café Classico (using LP records), we have enjoyed
every moment of our involvement.

The Langley Community Music School is a facility any community would be proud of and we congratulate Ian Hampton,
Susan Magnusson, the Bergmanns, the Board and all involved
on continuing to provide Langley and indeed everyone with
this most valuable asset. Happy 40th Anniversary!

Our years, on the Board and as fundraisers for the beautiful
new school, were rewarded richly with the excellence of the
building and the programs. The building with the Rose Gellert
Hall provides the community and the school with excellent
performance space. The programs provide music for all ages
from newborns to seniors. How proud we are of our graduates
who shine as musicians around the world.

Amongst our musical achievements at LCMS down the decades have been our special projects. These have been memorable markers which have involved the cooperation of our students, parents and faculty.

There is a family spirit about the school, the students, the faculty and staff that would be hard to find in other institutions.
As volunteers we are part of that “family”. As long-time community organizers of events and concerts we found the reason
for the name ‘Langley Community Music School’. The Students and faculty have never failed to provide music and support for community events in our community. The Fort Festival and many other Township celebrations have benefited
greatly from the contributions by the students and faculty.

Ian Hampton
Artistic Director Emeritus

To mention a few highlights, we performed abridged version of
both the St. Matthew and St. John Passions set by J.S. Bach.
We produced three operas under the inspired direction of
Louise Leroux which included Mozart’s “Magic Flute” with
orchestra. Of our many Canadian Commissions, Alan Bell’s
“The Gift of the Wolf” received the most approval. Our students repeated their performance at Expo in 1986. Our students also visited Powell River to take part in Benjamin Britten’s “Noyes Fludde” for the Kathluminx Festival.

For a decade our students provided the orchestra for the annual sing-along of Handel’s Messiah at Fort Langley. Summer
projects involved such highly demanding works for string such
as Arnold Schonberg’s “Verclarte Nacht” (when it was noted
that the majority of the strings were Suzuki-trained), Ralph
Since it’s inception by our far-sighted founders, to whom we
will always be grateful, the School has provided music and ca- Vaughn William’s “Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Thallis”
maraderie here at home. It provides musicians and composers and Michael Tippett’s “Fantasia Concertante on a Theme of
Corelli.”
who contribute to the world of Canadian Music and who instruct non-musicians, like ourselves, in the history and lives of
I hope and trust that all those participants cherish their
that special world.
memories with as much pride as I do.

LCMS Presidents
1970s
Evelyn Lamont
Natalie Minunzie
Betty Cox
John Salmon
1980s
David Unterman
Jocelyn C. Creigh
Lori Frazer
Alec McPherson
Steve Wilcock
Betty Cox
Jim Christensen

1990s
Barry Hill
Jim Christensen
Margaret Flemming
Tom Scottnicki
Ken McLellan
2000s
Barbara Ydenberg
Carolyn Granholm
John Sawyer
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Founders, Life Members, our Board
of Directors, and Affiliations
Founders

09.10 Board of Directors

Linda Bickerton-Ross
Peter Ewart
Dr. Keith Lamont
Marilyn Lamont
Leonard Woods

Under the Distinguished Patronage of
Jon Kimura Parker, O.C.

Honourary Life Members
Linda Bickerton-Ross
Kathy Bjorseth
Bob & Bays Blackhall
Jim Christensen
Rick Clark
Ronnie Cook-Freeman
Betty Cox
Sandy Crane
Gloria Doubleday
Seward Easingwood
Sigrid Farrell
Margaret Fleming
Lori Frazer
Carolyn Granholm
Ian Hampton
Barry Hill
Leslie & Caroline Janos
Doug Johnson
Francis Kirczenow
Keith & Marilyn Lamont
Stewart & Susan Magnusson

Diane McConnell
Natalie Minunzie
Lyn & Duncan Morrison
Drs. P. & M. Narod
Larry & Carole Olsen
Iris Preston
Lucia Schipperus
Tom Scottnicki
Aubrey Searle
Thelma Smith
Ron & Sharon Stevenson
Julie Tang
Al & Marilyn Tecklenborg
Elisabeth Tielens
Carolyn Twiest
David Unterman
Ulo Valdma
Leonard Woods
Harry & Audrey Wright
Barb Ydenberg

John Sawyer, President
Tim Dayton, Vice President
Susan Lim, Secretary
Rick Clark, Treasurer
Sean Bickerton
Angela Busletta
Gloria Doubleday
Kenn Lui
Patrick Staplin
Duncan Morrison, Life Member Representative
Andrea Taylor, Faculty Representative (ex officio)

Affiliations
Proud Member of the BC Association of Charitable Gaming,
BC Association of Community Music Schools, Canadian
Conference of the Arts, Greater Langley Chamber of
Commerce, Langley Arts Council, Society of Composers,
Authors and Music Publishers of Canada, Suzuki Association
of the Americas, and White Rock Arts Council.
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Provincial
Government through Gaming Policy and Enforcement
Branch, the BC Arts Council and Spirit of BC.
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Principal:
Susan Magnusson

Year-End Concert

Assistant Principal:
Carolyn Granholm
Co-Artistic Directors:
Marcel & Elizabeth Bergmann

and 40th Anniversary Celebrations

Artistic Director, Emeritus:
Ian Hampton

June 12 - 2:30pm

Director of Summer Programs:
Elizabeth Bergmann
Program Coordinators:
Joel Stobbe
Leanne Wendt

MS ni
C
L
m
ial Alu
c
e
Sp nt & ert
de nc
Stu Co

4899 207th Street, Langley
British Columbia, V3A 2E4
T: 604-534-2848
F: 604-532-9118
info@langleymusic.com

Rose Gellert Hall
4899 207 Street, Langley

We gratefully acknowledge
the support of the Provincial Government
through Gaming Policy and Enforcement
Branch and the BC Arts Council:
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Langley Community Music School
Please Help LCMS Continue to Give the Best Music Education to our Students

YES, I would like to make a donation to the Langley Community Music School
Please consider making a donation of $40 or more for forty years of music-making.

□ $40
□ Other_____

Name: (Individual or Company) ________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
City: ________________________ Postal Code: _________________
Phone: ________________ Email:____________________________

**Please make cheques
payable to the LCMS or
Langley Community
Music School.**

Thank you for your gift to the Langley Community Music School
Charitable Registration Number: 89138-9991-RR0001
Please mail to:
Langley Community Music School 4899 207th Street, Langley, BC V3A 2E4
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